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the French people find out they are going to have a disaster in
Salonika. And Briand wants to save himself.
" Don't do it. No one wants to prolong Briand at the expense
of further, or deferred, disaster."
The third letter repeated and reinforced the first two:
" The danger from the Bosch armies has disappeared.
" The danger of quarrelling with the French has greatly
increased.
" There is now only one way of losing the war and that is by
quarrelling with France, and we are going absolutely straight
for that one way. To me the solution lies in a small powerful
body of both Governments. . . .
" We are coming appreciably nearer our two disasters of
Salonika and Gallipoli and there is no time to lose.
" Now what I suggest to you is that you and Milner should
come out in public with the truth.
" Nothing you can say or do, nothing you hide will alter the
course of these disasters by a featherweight, but if you have
warned the people, if you have exposed the Government, if
you have told the truth, then, when the disaster comes, the
country will turn to you to save the situation.
" Think it over. No man can say that Clemenceau is not a
patriot. I enclose Clemenceau's article in his newspaper. He
writes every day. Now think over all this. I am sure I am right."
The letter to Bonar Law went over the same ground, especially
urging the " small mixed Committee " to deal with these prob-
lems and to obviate useless and mischievous " mass meetings;
visits of high officials bent on saving reputations and not on
winning the war; occasional and irregular correspondence;
passage of irresponsible and ignorant liaison officers, and indeed
all the makeshifts and subterfuges which come from not facing
the position fairly and squarely and not meeting our friends
face to face and speaking out like men and gentlemen."
And three days later Wilson was writing again, this tim$
from Paris:
" The meeting at Calais on Saturday and our meeting #1
ChantilJy both passed off without any final decision being come
to about Salonika, These mass meetings are not conducive to
decisions-